
Fred
Hi, I’m Fred. I may be quiet, but I come from a dark past–one 
that I have chose for myself so it’s no one’s fault but my own. 
I consider myself a monster of my own making, but I have to do 
better because it is my life goal to have a family. I can be the 
nicest person you know or the evilest bastard you know. I enjoy 
video games, horror movies, cracking jokes, and I am currently 
writing a few books. 
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Owner 
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Board Member 
Asian Arts Initiative 
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Board Member 
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Board Member 
Friends of the Rail Park 
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Community Relations 
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LEROY JOHNSON 
Artist 
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Programs Manager 
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Board President + Artist 
Callowhill Neighborhood 
Association

STACEY MOSELEY 
CEO 
Philly FixList 
+ Old Shoe Factory

YUKA YOKOYAMA 
Founder 
Marginal Utility

PEOPLE:POWER:PLACE WORKING GROUP

The planning process for People:Power:Place has been advised by 
a diverse Working Group of artists, residents, business owners, 
for-profit developers, and non-profit community leaders located 
throughout our neighborhood.

Arts & Crafts Holdings

Asian Americans United (AAU) 
+ Folk Arts-Cultural Treasures 
    Charter School (FACTS)

Asian Arts Initiative (AAI)

Callowhill Neighborhood 
Association (CNA)

Chinese Christian  
Church + Center (CCC&C)

Foo Kitchen

Friends of the Rail Park

Marginal Utility +  
319 N. 11th St.  
Arts Building

Old Shoe Factory Condos

Sunday Breakfast  
Rescue Mission 

Trestle Inn

Wolf Building

People:Power:Place: is a cultural planning process that 
centers the role of arts and culture in shaping the 
Chinatown North/Callowhill neighborhood. By doing 
so, we create a vibrant hub of cultural production 
in a neighborhood that places people first. The plan 
offers suggestions to build a sense of community 
among diverse neighbors, and advocates for a 
vision that is inclusive of both “old” and “new.” While 
cultural plans often only focus on the arts and culture 
sector, People:Power:Place looks to use culture as a lens for equitable 
development and looks at issues beyond the arts and culture field.

GET INVOLVED!
All these suggestions are  
just ideas - they need YOU  
to become a reality!

Get involved by emailing  
Dave Kyu, Project Manager, at 
dave@asianartsinitiative.org

Chinatown North/Callowhill has served as home to an ethnically, socio-
economically, and educationally diverse community of people, despite 
its reputation as an underdeveloped industrial area. Cut off from the 
commercial core of Chinatown and Center City when the Vine Street 
Expressway was built in the 1980s, the neighborhood also celebrates its 
vibrant history of community organizing, and defeating proposals for a 
federal prison, baseball stadium, and casino.

Chinatown North/Callowhill continues to boast a growing arts district 
with galleries, concert venues, and public artworks, while welcoming 
Chinatown’s expansion northward, new housing developments, and the 
soon-to-open Rail Park, transforming an abandoned rail line into a city park.

NEIGHBORHOOD SNAPSHOT

463%
               increase in ages 18-24

46%
decrease in ages 65+

DEMOGRAPHICS

White

African  

American

Asian

Latino

Other

<9th Grade/
Some High 
School

High School 
Diploma

Some College or 
Associate’s

At least 
Bachelor’s 
Degree

>$100k

$75-100k

$50-75k

$25-50k

$15-25k

<$15k

Report Area

Philadelphia

HOUSEHOLD INCOMES

EDUCATION

10TH STREET

$58K $23.6K

RACE + ETHNICITY

Major support for People:Power:Place: 
A Cultural Plan for Chinatown North/
Callowhill is provided by the William 
Penn Foundation.
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Population Growth 
(2010-2014)*

Immigrant population 
(2016)**

41% 27%

1219 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
215 557 0455 
www.AsianArtsInitiative.org

PEOPLE:POWER:PLACE
A CULTURAL PLAN FOR CHINATOWN NORTH/CALLOWHILL

Median Income 
West of 10th St.*

Median Income 
East of 10th St.*

*data according to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2012 American Community Survey 
**data according to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2016 American Community Survey 

13.1% average in Philadelphia

WE DEFINE CULTURE AS: 
The shared resources, beliefs, and 
practices that define the character of a 
community and neighborhood. Culture 
also includes the informal interactions 
that define the nature and customs of 
everyday life. It is a celebration of what 
a community is, where it has come from, 
and where it is going.

WE DEFINE EQUITY AS:  
A way to counter-balance systemic 
inequities that create lack of opportunities, 
representation, and access, equity 
redistributes power and resources based on 
need, to create a more level playing field for 
the historically under-represented. Equity 
requires people with privileges to step back 
to share power with more participants. 

(2010-2014)*



ASSET MAPPING

Seven major categories of transformation emerged from the visioning process to enhance the quality of life and cultural development of Chinatown 
North/Callowhill. Across all categories, additional resources and collaborations will be necessary to enact and maintain these improvements

PUBLIC ART & 
INSTALLATIONS

CULTURAL 
PROGRAMMING

OPEN SPACE &  
GREEN SPACE

• Inclusive art spaces 
for people of color

• Free youth arts 
education programs

• Low-income 
summer camp

• Cookouts and 
summer BBQs

• Protected bike 
lanes

• Safer crosswalks 
across Vine St and 
other streets

• Safer Vine Street 
Expressway

• Easier walking 
access to Franklin 
Square Park

• Trash cans
• Sidewalk repair

• Playground/area 
for kids

• Chinese-style open 
space for exercise

• Parks with seating, 
gardens, etc.

• Increased curb 
appeal with 
planters, trees, etc.

• SBRM Overcomers  
hired to maintain 
Rail Park 

Throughout a year-long cultural planning process, People: Power: Place aimed to ensure an accessible and equitable process that welcomed comprehensive 
participation, but also included the voices and involvement of historically underrepresented communities, including the immigrant Chinese community, 
formerly and currently unhoused people, low-income artists, and other working class residents existing in the neighborhood.  

We held a range of design and planning activities, co-hosted with 
neighborhood partners, to ask residents to generate improvements and 
articulate barriers to an accessible cultural neighborhood. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
• There is an incredible amount of ethnic, socio-economic, and educational 

diversity among groups, and among land use, zoning, and industries

• Chinatown North/Callowhill is a vibrant hub of cultural institutions, and artists, 
surrounded by a high concentration of murals, installations, and public events

• Neighbors want more opportunities to engage with neighbors, learn about 
other cultures, and support local issues

• There is space for new growth, economic development, and increased 
participation and engagement of residents and visitors

CHALLENGES:
• Vine Street Expressway creates accessibility challenges

• Lack of investment in neighborhood amenities

• Pending developments may increase property values and decrease 
affordability in this neighborhood

• Poor maintenance, lighting, and a lack of public activation creates crime in the 
area and a lack of security amongst residents

• Neighborhood lacks a cohesive identity or aesthetic

• Higher standard 
of design for 
architects and 
developers

• Beautified PECO 
site

• Public art 
everywhere

• More art 
celebrating 
multiculturalism

• More art under 
viaduct bridges

SHORT TERM < 5 YEARS, < $200K

TRASH 
CANS

MERCHANTS
ASSOCIATION

MULTI-LINGUAL 
STREET  

& WAYFINDING

ARTISTS’ 
UNION

CULTURAL CENTER 
OR SPACES FOR 

COMMUNITY ARTISTS 
AND CULTURAL 
PRACTITIONERS

CURB BUMP OUTS  
AT VINE STREET 
INTERSECTIONS

COMMUNITY GATHERING 
AREA + PROGRAMS

FLEX POST  
BIKE LANES ON  

13TH + 10TH

MORE SAFETY STREET 
LIGHTING AT MAJOR 

INTERSECTIONS

REC 
CENTER

DEVELOP MORE 
AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING FOR 
LOW INCOME 
RESIDENTS/

ARTISTS

MUSIC FESTIVALS IN 
EXISTING VENUES

PLAYGROUND AND 
MULTI-GENERATIONAL 

GATHERING SPACESTREET TREES  
+ SHADE

TEMPORARY 
PROGRAMMING IN 
VACANT SPACES

STREET 
FESTIVALS ON 

RIDGE AVE

AFFORDABLE 
+ SAFE ARTIST 
STUDIO SPACE

SPRING GARDEN 
GREENWAY  

+ BIKE LANES

CAP VINE ST 
EXPRESSWAY  

WITH PARK

11         Asset mapping events to collectively 
  research the neighborhood

6 Design Workshops with 
partner organizations

3 Design engagements at existing community 
events and street-side workshops

1 Design resource workshop with invited 
technical assistance providers

    One-on-one meetings with neighborhood  
 based organizations and businesses 

people shared their thoughts about the cultural 
development in the area

bilingual surveys administered in Chinatown to ensure the 
community prevalent in the area were included in the process

 total people involved with informing the Cultural Plan  
for Chinatown North/Callowhill

WE HELD:

INFRASTRUCTURE 
& CIRCULATION PUBLIC SAFETY

• Lighting and 
streetlights

• Lighting under 
viaduct

• All streets signs in 
Chinese

• Wayfinding and 
informational 
signage

BUSINESS & 
INDUSTRY

• Local Asian owned 
small business

• Safe and 
stable studio 
and creative 
workspaces

• Retail Stores, like 
supermarket, or 
hardware store

HOUSING &  
NEIGHBORHOOD  
SERVICES

• Community 
Gathering Spot: 
Tai chi, ping-pong, 
chess

• Affordable housing
• Recreation 

Center with pool, 
badminton, arcade, 
gym

• Library
• Exciting mixed use 

developments

35
445
257
702

OUR PROCESS

DESIGN WORKSHOPS 

VISIONING SUGGESTIONS

NEXT STEPS
Help turn these suggestions into reality! Asian Arts Initiative is collecting feedback from the community and the People:Power:Place Working Group, and 
consulting neighbhood plans like the 2017 Chinatown Neighborhood Plan and the 2013 Callowhill/Chinatown North Strategic Plan to identify projects to help 
create a more equitable, diverse, and culturally vibrant neighborhood. Get involved by emailing Dave Kyu, Project Manager, at dave@asianartsinitiative.org

MEDIUM TERM > 5 YEARS, > $200K LONG TERM > 10 YEARS > $500K

AREAS OF INTEREST:

IDEAS SUCH AS:


