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Foldable DIY Lotus Pop-up Art
Colette Fu

An instructional video can be found at https://www.asianarts25.org/Tools needed:

 ❊ Scissors

 ❊ Precision cutting knife (X-acto 
recommended)

 ❊ Self healing mat

 ❊ PVA glue (Lineco Neutral pH 
Adhesive recommended) or quick 
setting glue (such as Aleene’s  
Tacky Glue)

 ❊ Ruler (metal recommended)

 ❊ Scoring tool (can substitute knitting 
needle or a dry ballpoint pen)

Instructions:

1Using a ruler as a guide, score 
all dashed and dotted lines on 

background page, the white tab, and all 
petals where indicated. Dashed lines are 
mountain folds (fold down) and dotted 
lines are valley folds (fold up). Do not cut 
through the paper—only score lines deep 
enough to facilitate folding.
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2 Cut out the 8 white slots in center 
of the flower with an X-acto knife. 

Then, use scissors to cut out all parts: the 
flower, all petals, and the white tab. On 
the flower, make sure you cut in between 
the petals on the black line to give them 
more flexibility. On some petals, note 
there are cut marks for slots indicated by 
thin white lines. Mark the numbers on 
the back of the petals to remember their 
order.

3 Fold all score lines in the correct 
direction; dashed lines are for 

mountain folds, and dotted lines are for 
valley folds.

Mountain fold

Valley fold

Valley fold

Mountain fold
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4 Glue one side of white tab onto 
center of back of flower, making 

sure the folds meet. 

5 Insert petals 1 and 5 into the angled 
slots on the flower, then petals 3 and 

7 into the outside slots on each side of the 
flower. With petals 2, 4, 6, and 8, use the 
slots to lock each side of the petal to 1, 3, 
5, and 7, creating an outer ring of petals.
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6  Insert petals 10 and 13 into the 2 
remaining inner slots on each side 

of the flower. Connect petals 9 and 11 
together using the side slots, and then lock 
them to petals 10 and 13 on one side. Use 
petals 12 and 14 to lock onto the other 
side, creating an inner ring of petals.

7 Glue petal tips down to background. 
Start with 15, 16, and 17, matching 

the petal tips with the numbers on the 
background. It’s important that you use 
a fast drying glue, as you’ll have to gently 
tug on the paper to get the petals into 
position. Don’t worry, paper is flexible!
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9 Open and you are done with the 
lotus flower! The remaining 6 petals 

can be glued down onto the background 
as you like. You can curl all the petals 
down a little with your hands. Thank you 
for your dedication!

8 After gluing this side of the flower 
petals, fold the flower down in 

half, and glue the center white tab into 
position, as marked on the background. 
Don’t worry if it’s a little off. Open the 
flower and glue the remaining petal tips 
down. Start with 19 or 20, then finish 
with 18 and 21.  
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